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Paragraph

 Writing

Follow the formula below and you will be able to write a well-written paragraph every time!  A well-written paragraph always has a minimum of six sentences.  

Sentence #1: Topic Sentence- This is the first sentence of the paragraph.   It is the 

                      sentence that tells the reader what your paragraph will be about.  The topic  

                      sentence restates and answers the question.  Do not put any details in your  

                      topic sentence…save those for the rest of the paragraph.

Sentence #2:  Concrete Detail #1- State one reason that proves your topic sentence to be 
                        true. Concrete detail sentences always begin with a transition.  A transition 

                        is a word or phrase that tells the reader you are now ready to introduce the 

                        first detail.  Transitions are words such as: First, To begin with, One reason, 

                       To Start, etc. 
Sentence #3: Commentary (support) #1- Give examples that support or back up concrete 

   detail #1.  You may have 1-3 sentences of commentary for each concrete   

   detail.  If your paragraph is based on a piece of literature, you MUST include  

   details from the text.

Sentence #4:  Concrete Detail #2- State a different reason that proves your topic 

                        sentence to be true. Remember to begin this sentence with another 

                        transition (Second, Next, Another reason, In addition, etc.)
Sentence #5:  Commentary (support) #2- Give examples that support or back up concrete 

   detail  #2.  You may have 1-3 sentences of commentary for each concrete   

   detail.  Again, if your paragraph is based on a piece of literature, you MUST 
   include details from the text.

Sentence #6:  Concluding Sentence- This is the last sentence of the paragraph where you 

  

    tie it all together.  Restate the topic sentence in different words. Make it 

                        interesting! (NEVER say “In conclusion”, “As you can see”, “As my reasons 
                        have shown”,  “This is why” etc.)

